


Currently, he oversees the health organization’s 
dental department, which has about 24 dental offices 
operational in New York, including Long Island, New 
York City and upstate. Maddalena said the management 
skills he needed to do so came from acting as class 
president for all four years at Stony Brook. 

“I didn’t realize it at the time but the experience 
as the president of the class helped me as an 
administrator doing what I’m doing now,” he said. 
“Working with people and problem solving, learning all 
the diff erent perspectives and the way that people look 
at the world was just so valuable.” 

In that role, Maddalena made an impression on a 
student three years ahead of him — his now longtime 
friend Jimmy Kilimitzoglou, DDS ’02. 

“As class president, Greg would basically slay dragons. 
For any issues that would come up, he was an advocate 
for his class, but also between the faculty and his 
classmates and administration,” said Kilimitzoglou, who 
is an associate clinical professor in the school and owner 
of ESI Healthy Dentistry in Smithtown, New York. “And 
he did it with grace, eloquently and very eff ectively.” 

Classmate Tom Patrie, DDS ’05, who works with 
Kilimitzoglou and is also an assistant clinical professor 
at Stony Brook, called Maddalena a natural leader. “He 
was always thinking of how to make things better for 
the dental students, and not only for our class but for 
those who followed. He was such a good communicator 
with the faculty, expressing our needs, and was good at 
facilitating.” 

A DRAGON SLAYER

The roots Maddalena established at the SDM led 
not only to lifelong friends, but also to his wife, Amy 
Angiolillo, MD ’05, who he met in a microbiology class.
“I always joke about how romantic microbiology is,”
he quipped. 

After residency, Maddalena said he began a six-year 
journey following Amy around the Northeast during her 
medical training. That gave him a unique opportunity to 
work in and see diff erent kinds of practices, from high-
end, fee-for-service to public to insurance-driven offices.

“While I didn’t picture myself working in public 
health full time, I never felt comfortable with the idea of 
turning people away who were in pain, had an infection, 
or couldn’t apply for jobs because they didn’t have a 
smile, just because they didn’t have the money for 
treatment,” he said. 

When he and his wife came back to Long Island 
in 2011, he worked with Kilimitzoglou in an East End 
practice that accepted vouchers for predominantly 
Mexican farm workers who worked at the vineyards. 
Maddalena said at the practice in Mattituck and Shelter 
Island, New York, they would see 30 patients in the 
span of six hours. It was also his first experience with 
the FQHC, Hudson River Healthcare, which would later 
become Sun River Health. The workers paid a nominal 
fee if they could aff ord to. He said it was challenging 
at first because “there are so few providers who are 
in settings where they can provide care to patients 
who maybe don’t have insurance or have Medicaid or 
managed care.” But the work resonated with Maddalena 
who said it was rewarding because so many of the 
patients were in pain when they arrived.  

MEETING IN MICROBIOLOGY
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In 2013, the Maddalenas moved to the Hudson 
Valley for Amy’s work, and there he was introduced 
to the chief dental officer of his current company. 
For 10 years, he worked at their New Paltz site seeing 
predominantly workers from the apple farms in the 
area, during which time he developed a strong passion 
for the work. In 2020, he stepped into his current 
position as the chief dental officer. Because the patients 
mostly speak Spanish, Maddalena committed to 
learning the language and is now fl uent. He said his 
organization receives most of its funding from the state 
to provide care for migrant farm workers, Medicaid 
patients, health insurance marketplace patients and 
the uninsured. Maddalena said that working with these 
underserved populations—with many individuals who 
have not had routine dental care for much of their 
lives—has energized his appreciation and passion for 
the profession. 

But he recognizes that this path isn’t for every 
dentist. “A lot of the time, I think people are chasing 
the highest income, but to me, that’s not everything. 

TREATING DENTAL DISEASE

When you choose this as a career path, you’re making 
that diff erence every day,” he said. “It’s the diff erence 
between somebody going out for a job interview versus 
avoiding it because they have no front teeth. But we can 
fix their dental issues and then we empower them to go 
back out into the world and get a job. The reward you get 
is feeling like you’re making a diff erence in somebody’s 
life. To me that’s what working in community health is 
all about.” 

At the same time, Maddalena said it can be 
hard to staff  non-urban areas including Monticello, 
where there’s been an opening for five years, and 
Southampton—areas he said new dental candidates 
tend to find too remote but urgently need dentists. 

He said he’s encouraged that Dean Patrick Lloyd 
has been talking about exposing students to working 
in FQHCs. “I think it’s a great step in the right direction. 
I didn’t know what it was until I started working in one. 
I’m really excited to expose new students to it because 
I do feel if more dentists are exposed, maybe more will 
choose to off er this care.”

Maddalena takes his commitment beyond the 
office as co-chair of the Community Health Care 
Association New York State’s Oral HEAL Subcommittee, 
an advocacy organization that works with community 
health centers in the state on best practices and policy. 
He’s received recognitions and awards from Hudson 
Valley Parent Magazine, Dan’s Papers, the Academy 
of General Dentistry, the Foundation of the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy, and the Academy of Dentistry for 
Persons with Disabilities, and has been published by 
dentaleconomics.com. 

But through it all he remains connected to his alma 
mater. Maddalena, who sings and plays the guitar, 
keyboard and bass, was in a bluegrass quartet with 
Patrie that played at the SDM Talent Show and a local 
restaurant when they were students. He’s also played in 
a rock band with alums Kilimitzoglou, Jerry Romeo, 

MUSIC WITH FRIENDS

DDS ’05, and Alex Papas, DDS ’06, Perio ’08, and 
is currently in a roots band with his in-laws, Mark 
Angiolillo, DDS ’06, and Lina Angiolillo, BS ’01, DDS ‘06.

 Maddalena, who with Amy has two teenage 
daughters, said he also enjoys baking sourdough
bread. “I’m planning on eventually opening a bakery
in the Hudson Valley with Josh Segal [DDS ’05], who
also bakes.”

If that plan rises to the top of his career, likely it will 
be one more area that showcases his ability to work 
with others. As Kilimitzoglou said, “Whatever Greg 
does, he’s a phenomenal leader and is so inclusive that 
he empowers everybody around him. And he’s a man of 
integrity who will do the right thing even when nobody’s 
watching. He’s honorable and confident and he wants 
to make sure things are done the right way. He’s just a 
great guy to know.”

Greg Maddalena, DDS ’05

A
LU

M
N

I

1110


